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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINERAL RESOURCES FILE DATA 

PRIMARY NAME: AMERICAN ORES 

ALTERNATE NAMES: 
ASBESTOS PEAK PROPERTY 

GILA COUNTY MILS NUMBER: 268A 

LOCATION: TOWNSHIP 5 N RANGE 14 E SECTION 20 QUARTER W2 
LATITUDE: N 33DEG 45MIN 40SEC LONGITUDE: W 110DEG 56MIN 44SEC 
TOPO MAP NAME: MCFADDEN PEAK - 15 MIN 

CURRENT STATUS: PAST PRODUCER 

COMMODITY: 
ASBESTOS SHORT FIBER 
ASBESTOS LONG FIBER 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
USGS MCFADDEN PEAK QUAD 
ADMMR AMERICAN ORES MINE FILE 
WILSON E D ASB DEPTS OF AZ AZBM BULL 126 1928 

P 66-72 
STEWART L A CHRYS-ASB DEPTS OF AZ USBM IC 7706 

1955 P 64-67 
LIGHT, THOMAS D., "MIN. INVEST. SIERRA ANCHA 

WILD. & SALOME, STUDY AREA, GILA CO., AZ. 



AMERICAN ORES REFERENCES 

Gila County MILS Index #268A 

AKA : Asbestos Peak 

USBM IC 7706 , p . 64-67 

ABM Bull . 126 , p . 66-72 

USGS MF-1l62-B 

USGS MF-1l62-H 

Map in flat drawers upstairs - Drawer 7 

McFadden Peak IS' Tapa (included in file) 

GILA COUNTY 
SIERRA ANCHA DIST . 
TSN R14E Sec . 20 
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This mine was not accessable at the time of·vi.si t as the road was impassable to a 
tw wheel drive pickup. 

The property is apparently under lease to some penple, who have gone in to some . of 
the old workings. and encountered some good ore in large amounts. Their . prodq.~on 
to date has been small. , •• , .... ea ••• , •••• lu ... 'iiw •• nlnic iabout 2 to 4 tru:dcstper me 
Twp to four men have been working intermitently overthe last 4 months, probably hir 
hindered by the weather, which makes this road all bJtt impassable for ~ wheeled 
vehicle with a:rry amount of sn~. ' __ . .. _. _ . _ _ ~ _ __ . . __ . ____ ._ .. .........--....' . . ,.;~ .. ' . 

. The. names; mentioned by a ldcal resident were Vm: O. ' Haley, of Payson, ~f$:t,: ~f 
Cottonwooa, and from another resident several DUles away, J. D. Miller • . . "f; <.(' 

It should be pointed out that what same ~lder ~ocal residents call a lot of go?d 
fiber , does not necessarily indicate a profi tabl'e large res.~r.ve of long fiber • . " 
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ASBESTCS SURVEY 

',:~-; 
' __ ~ __ ~ __________ ~~~OPERATORs N.am~e~· ________________________ ~_ 

elUde ore) 
. t -, ':' -"'r-. :.~. ~ .~.:. t-....,.~. 
:. Past '.. .", . 

~ . 

.... . . :. 

Jresent ________________ ~~~~------------------~-------------
MOnthq 

Estimated Future Production ______________________ _ 
Hont~ 

ORE BESERVES: 
-, . Ore in Place _______________________ _ 

..Probable Orel_-...;... __ ~ ___ ___,_----------------

IS YOUR 'ORE THE TYPE THAT COULD BE MU·T.ED WITH OTHER ORE IN YOUR DISTRICT? 
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Ed '!'~~. reported th:~.~ ~e W::lS ~!..'"it16 on ;'lC,O(Y.' cr orders f'or lO'1g f'iber, "",e 
~f 1.7hich is ~cr I"issles w~icn is classifiec. ":'he othe!"s "'-r' "ryr s;,)ecial ty u~f's, 
part·ict.J arl:/ ~O!' i~sulati!'"n and weaving. Ed has a warehouse ~ull of long fibe!" 
~l-:ich '1€~d~ c2.eant.,g a,,1 this Will ca'!"'e "fo'" t~~e ~I?~t yea~s production:lt the 
nrese-nt r."lte. ::F' ~:~';ed that he had rf'cu~ed ~(;~ arr.our:t ,::;f lime ir. ht.:i f:!.hpr. 
He will begin the Gcverment contract about thE: lC't.l or Dece~bcr. This is.mainly 
No.1 :,md No. 2 !'Ind will draw a special price. Ed sud .he need!!! to do 'lIIore 
erploration f'Vf'''': tho~h he has a good ore face 3t ?!'€sent. He 'has ::.tayed clear 
of indebtedrtess and i~ determined to keep h~3 cnerations where he can make a 
living. Nevertheles!'7 ~e is putting in another f::'be::",~p.r w!-!!.ch will further r~­
duce the lime co~tent o~ his ' finished fiber to ucder 2 .per cent. This he hones 
will increase the price he can get. 

Jl'Pmr.> - LAS - 11-29-62 - Int.erviewwith Ed 7C'\olO and Ben Scott. 

Town has 2 IIdnes mining extra long fiber at Asbestos Peak. This is to be milled 
to fill a tew small contracts, and a possible government contract tor extra long 
tiber tar .tssile use. 

Ed is erecting a prefabricated house near the mill otfice. The shell of the house 
18 built of a light. I1118tal fra. on the outside ot ¥hicb is correlated asbestos 
ce.ent sheet tor two teet nat to the tooting, tben 5 teet sheet asbestos cement 
sheet. The windows and doors vill be lII&de ot steel. '!'he inside ot the outer shell 
vill be l1aed 111 th coarse cbicken wire and coated b;r 2 inches of plaster vhicb 
contaiDa 3-5 per cent at -short asbestos tiber and t1nalq b;r 1,1\ inch at tiner 
textured ubestoa-bearing plaster.' The latter would contain 6-10 per cent ot 
tiber. He is using a new C8lIent1ng material, the composition of which is not 
aT&ilab1e tor publication. The J;'oot vill be made of corregated asbestos ceaent 
111 vide sections. aben the house 1. tinished, tests will be conducted' to ... 
it' tbe house is JIlGI"e tire and weather resistant. According to Town he vill bave 
Indian and other GoYeIUDeIlt sernee representati~s check the results. He 
NYeal.ed. notb:1Dc as to costa. 

·><b~S~. L&S :'~ ,~T~.6~.- :~ ~- Interrt.., wi~ Ed TCMl. ,Globe. 

~~:- ;~. '6:'>:·.ii:.:.~~E;}" '· ;~''';' .• d ~; ,~ ;-"_"",~: "~;:", :::;,-",,,,:;~: .-."': '-'~ .. ~ .. , __ ",>,>, . ,.w:.,>;" ,-,~! · ~.;.:, •. jj;iiSli.j~~ 
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~ Deposits discuss, 

58 Salt River : 
59 River group 
60 Cliffbestos 
61 Wender grou] 

Cibecue Min: 
62 Little FaVOl 

63 Ro O' " ~ lair.,s 
64 A ~. a::l0 claim! 
6j Os c claim 
66 Ruiz claims 
67 Fiber King 
68 Drea-:: Girl 
69 Ca:; sadore 
70 D::lu:,le Butt( 
71 Eluff c laim~ 
72 Loafer cIain' 
73 Chuckvalla 
74 Lucky Lage::-
75 El Harmol 

Deposits discus s e 

1 Resal 
2 Ca!1adian 

Western Chern 
3 Vict o ry 
4 El Dorad.o 
5 Triple Scar 
6 Fourth of Ju 
7 Punta Negr c, 
3 G and H No. 

Phillips /"301 
9 Grandvie\·: 

10 Ladder 
11 Apache (ero .... '! 
12 Apache Exten! 
13 Stansbury 
14 Horse Shoe 
15 White Tail ~;:: 

16 Loey and Lenc 
17 Prc chnow (Cit 
18 Snake Hill 
19 Bear Canyc:-
20 S::>rsen 
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• American Ores Mine 

This group, COll~1B1ng 32 contiguous unpatented claims, is owned by William G. 
Sbarlley, 450 S. Normandy, Los Angeles 5, Calif. The property is about 37 roM 
mlAs troIIlG10be in~. 19 and 20, T. 5N., R. 14E., in the 'lbntoNational 
Poreat • . The claims are atthe ena ofa steep,j -mIre dirt road that goes eastward 
up Pocket Creek from the Globe-Young road 34 miles north of the junction of State 
.~ 88 (Apache Trail) and U. S. Highway 60. 

JI1!!i01T .. 

. ~ DUcleua of the present group vas or1g1nal~ located by Charles Watkins in 
191,. ~ .. l.Sloan optioned the claiJu in 1917, organized the American Ores & 
Aabeatoa Co.,. Cld shipped several hundred tons ot 110. 1 Crude fiber to the United 
at,t •• 'Asbe.toa Co. ot Lancaster, Pa. In 1918 this compeny, with the Raybest08 
Co., or Br1qeport, Conn., _cured control ot the a1ne and operated extensively in 
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1919 and 1920. Peek eIlp10yaent vas 275 lien, producing hand-cobbed crude I'os. 1 and 
2 grades. As there was no -.rket tor the shorter asbestos, this material vu either 
thrown into the stope fill or vent over the dumps. By 1921 the then econOll1.c l1lI1t 
of the known ore had been reached. 'lhe surface equi~nt vas disaant led the 
folloving year, and assessment wom vas allowed to lapse. 

W. G. Shanley relocated the property to 1923 and organized the International 
Asbestos Co. A crushing pilot mil, consisting of a crusher, two sets of rolla 
and screens, vas built in 1926 to test the yield of stope fill and dump material. 
During 2 test runs in 1927 this JIlill is said to have recovered about 140 tons of 
crude Nos. 1, 2, and 3 grades from 1,030 tons of rock milled. The larger mechanical 
units are still in place, but the ¥bole edifice is in a bad state of disrepair. ' 

There is no record of prOduction fro. the lIl1ne from 1927 to 1947. From 1947 
to the present time several short term leases have been granted . These lessees 

, have worked on 1Il1ne and mll tailing~lDIlP material and have mined some are f'roa 
pillars and old stope faces·. The caved portals of tunnels 16 and 20 have been 
reopened. 

Geologic Setting 

_ The clai1llS are situated along a northwest -trending ridge on the aouth face at 
the Sierra Ancha Mountains at an altitude of approx11llately 6,300 feet. In this ' 
area the upper or siltstone member of the Mescal formation is present overly'ing , 
the thick 4>edded algal member, which here lac12./he algal structure that character- , 
izes most other parts of the asbestos region 1 . .' 

On the south side of the ridge, in the vicinity of the lIl1ne workings, a 10-
f'oot diabase sill has been intruded along the contact between the upper and algal , '. , 
Jllellbers of the Mescal formation. The productive asbestos zones 11e iJllllediate~ 
belov the lower contact of this sill in a limestone stratum, vhich is 20 to 30 feet 
thick and 1s underlain by a thick diabase sill. This thin limestone block out-
crops on the steep hillside slope 50 to 100 feet below the crest bf the ridge. It 

-is cut off on the vest by the union of' the two sills. At about 2,000 feet east, 
ally,viua obscures the outcrop, but the lower diabase sill appears to be cutting , 
up acroSIJ the 11lllestone bedding and probably likewise joins the upper sill at this 
end. The remaining thickness of the Mescal formation is present beneath the under­
lying sill, about 500 feet lover in the section. Near the top of this limestone a 
se1"}:lentlne-asbestos veIn has been prospected by several small cuts and a 100-foot 
ad1t, but no ~oJlllllerclal concentrat1on of fIber has been found. 

About one-balf lIl1le north across the ridge on the Pocket Creek side, a similar 
thin section of limestone lies , between diabase sll1s. Exposures are poor, but 
three dumps indica,X& t .hat this zone 'had been prospected by adits t~t tOW are caved. 
Very little aabestoscan be- seen in these dunps, but Shanley state 20 that soft 
fiber of fair length vas encountered. 

Mine Workings 

The aine workings consist of a series of 20 adits, ranging in length froJa 40 
to 870 feet, exploring an outcrop length of 1,900 feet. SJme of the adits are 
interconnected by dr1fta and a maze of lJtopes. ' Figure 24 is a reduction from a 

.ill Slrlde, A. F., Federal Geol. Survey, oral cODlllUIlication. 
W written cosrunicatlon. 

. ~ 

•• ~ # ~ 
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u.p turD.ished by Sumley. A1tbDugh dated December 1920, this map has been proved ' 
b1' la.ter survei"ElJ to be 8s8entla1lJ" accurate, as very little undergroundworit bas 
been daDe since that tiE. 

The edits have been driven into the lillestone bed under the 10-foot diabase 
sill at the top ot the algal Ember. The main serpentine -&sbestos zone is 2-1/2 
teet belov the diabase contact and 18 notab~ persistent throughout virtually all 
the workings. A less persistent zone is 4-1/2 to 5 feet lover. 

The most productive area vas in the T3 and T5 workings, where the intrusion 
ot 2 parallel, north-trending, 4-toot diabase dikes have slightly arched the torma­
tions. Between the 2 dikes, adia.baae plug, 60 or more feet in diameter, cuts. 
through the limestone. Major concentrations ot asbestos in both zones were tound 
in this area of greatest detormation.It is said that considerab~~ ».uant1tles ot 
4- to 6-inch .tiber vere obtained in tbese stopes. Wilson states:gy- "This asbestos. 
deposit is unique in having ylelded tIber that occasionally vas of exceptional . 
~h. Some of Its specimens, which vere. as much as 14 inches long, are believed 
to represent the longest crosstiber chrysot lle yet tound in the world." Addi­
tional exploration northward by drifts and crosscuts tailed to find extensions ot 
this ore body. 

The l1lIestone stratuia is cut off ~ discordant diabase vest ot T13. . One 
--' small lens of fiber vas found adjacent to this crosscutting diabase. One SlllA11 

stope vas developed in Tl4, but these workings nov are inaccessible. 

Examination ot the accessible workings indicates that in much of the a:1ne 
area the asbestos occurs in veinlets that are too narrow or the asbestos is too 
harsh to form commercial ore. There Is a promiscuous intermingling ot ta1rlJ" harsh 
and sott tiber V1thin the veins. A band at soft fiber ma:r change to barsh v1tb.1n· a: 
fw ~; elsevbere, one veinlet m&7be sott and an adjacent one harsh. 

. . ' . . . 

ODe lessee reopened :the <:aved~&l ot Tl6, extended the end ot one ot the . 
stub' dritt., and encountered a lena at·.att, silky fiber up to 2 inches in length ~ 

~ . T20, the eastenmost ~t, vas l1keVi .. reOpened. Most ot the tiber seen in the • 
..... ~.~. workings is ~sh. · This underly!ng diabase has crosscut upward in tbe 1ilIIestone-

" unit to . V1th1n about 3 teet ar the tlber-bearing zone. 
f ;·· .; ~;~',: ' . .">" 

~";'\:.:."' .. ' .. :.; .. In February 19~tJt:{A.. Bot'fP,u1r, Jr., and William Raley vere reopening the 
caved portal ot T1.4. . A . llia11 plant, designed to . recover tiber from the tailings 

If" ; clwI:p,haa been erectedbeloV the base ot the old mll. The IULterial is ted WLBnU-

f",~. ·.· .•.. :~; .· .. ~, · .. al17 to a vertical 2-toot Aga,ev centropak, elevated by suction to a cyclone, then 
!: paseed over a 14"1118sh shaking screen to rtmOve dust. The tiber on the screen is 

aspirated to a second c,c lone, vberIJ the t'inal product is bagged. The plant is said 
to have a capacIty ot 1 ton ot 11111 t'~ per bour. L"':' 

!.J'; ' 

K>--'.AJlericau .testo; Cement Corp. 
~.';'. . " .,::-" . . " , ' . . . . 
~. ",._ . . : The property of t~ .M6r1can Mbestoa Cement Carp., beld by asbestos l.ocst1ous, 
; '-" CODaUtS ot 93 cout~cl.a1ma (tic. 2,). This group, OVDed .by Vance TharDburg 
. . ~'~eoc1ate8, 1"8 s1tuatedtn 88<: •• ·24,2',26,35 and 36, T. 811., R. 14 •• , aDd 

. . '.; :~ ';: ; " .. 
. . . ,, ;:, ; , :. ~~ .. ;~~.<; :": 



f6b 

Ie 7/ /} / 
'-. C 

clJ 
\ 

\ 
A \ 
L-\ 

cib 

'a 

1 

1..' 

. \ 

,!~ 

A 
'4 

"~o 
....................... 
.. """ , II' Ii' " ", ~ ".. ... .. 

... to- ., .......... ... 

"oo--J ~A~'I'T08 101111 

SECTION A-AI 

\.--z-clb clik. 

\ 
\ 

4\ 
• 0 

... : :: 

PLAN OF MINE WORKINGS 
COU.Tf:U 0' ..... , IHANLEV 

~;~,-" .,,, P I"", r,nA c('\rt,nn Amr:--"i..-".., n,.&:!'l 

J 
!' 

... 

.. ,. 
,0 

<-
Q 

-+ 
1\ 
() 

.:s 
-u 
~ 
~ 

\ 



. . ' 

l 

~:-.~~' . ' 
~~~.: . . ' ...... -". 

. . 
" ,;: .. :.:. 

DUAl JENT OF" MINERAL RESOURCa. 
ftAft 011' MUZON .. 

FtILD ...... DIS UPOIlT 

Mire .lsbestos Paak If1ne at Globe Mill , Date SepteJlber)O, 1960 
Allsr1Can area (TcMi) (LeTourD8&u Asbestos Co.) 

District Sierra 'ncb. District, Gila Co. Engineer Levis A. Smith 

Subject: Interriev vith Ed Town, General Marlager, I.e Tourneau A.sbestos Co • . 
Ed Town stated that. he is planning to erect a DeW plant which will aka asbestos­
silica-cell8ftt prodllCts, of s'.llar ccapoaition to those DDIf being anutact\D'eCl b7 
SoDQl"a Asbestos Products (nov Joima ManYille). The" products can be aoul.ded, 
cut or rolled into TarioWl tor. of corrugated tile, vall board, aDd other shapes. 
The I.e ToUJ"lle&u. group (lev York) are nov consideriDg the ti Dance necessary. It 
the plant is erecteci, local markets vill be aought. Town has plana tor TarioWl 
prefabricated house designs, to be erected ent.1re17 of these products. He said he 
tel t tha. t su.rficient. .arkete were nov available tor a SM11 plant. 

At Asbestos Peak, stripping of the ubestos bearing beds is well advanoed and a 
cOl18i<ierable portion of the ore is now exposed. St.ripping probably will continua 
UDtU the reMinder or the ore area is cleared. :'Ia new of the high coat ot UDder­
ground Ddning Town belieTes he will eventuall.y saTe because of the reduced costa 
ot Jlining the ore. SoJll!t portions of the overburden are up to 60 teet deep, tbe 
average being about. 40 feet. 'lb.e ore · bed Taries trom 18 inches to 3 teet and. COD­

taina aeau ot asbestos tIber ranging fro. 1/64 to 3 inches in leagth, the bulk 
of which is soft or sad-soft. Town belieTes that fiber grades 3 to 7 are best 
suited to his operation. 'nle lODger fiber will be stored or lett in the groUDd 
vhere possible. The D8lI m:Ul. is per1odicall7 in operation now. 

5 _n are now emplOJed at the lIIine and the mll in Globe. Moat ot the stripping 
has thus far been accomplished with an RD 8 and rooter. 

Mine 

District 

Subject: 

DEPARTMENT 0,. MINERAL RESOURCES 
.,.A TIl 011' ARIZONA 

'IILD INGINIIItS UPORT 

I Asbestos Peak Mine & Globe Mill 
'1'ovD (I.e Tourneau) !tl.ll 
010 be District., Gila Count.y 

InterYisw and Mill Visit with Ed ' Town 

Date May 21, 1962 

Engineer Levis A.. Sai th 

'1'own is st.ill cleaning Phillips' fiber on a custom basis. A.t present, he does not 
plan to mine any ore since he has a large stock ot it in his warehouse. He has tIIo 
:>r three 811&1.1 f1lter fiber orders. He has added an additional revolving hexagonal. 

.c. 

. " 

screen or tiner Besh to his cleaning section and a sacking deTice of his own construction. 
He is removing 17 percent ot rock: and other w~te from the Phillips tiber which is 
Tery dirty. His tiber, u cleaned, runs 2 to 2.25 percent CaD. 

Town is developing a puffed asbestos, tor wall and panel board, which is considerably 
light.er than nonaal. asbestos. He is now experimenting vi th binders (mostly resins). 
The board vill aTerage between 1/2 and 3/4 inch in thickness. If his binding tests 
prove satisfactory, costvise, he viII have a good market tor the board. 



ASBESTOS PEAK (,S" r< 14E .s "-LO) GILA COUNTY 

tdF~ 
A third mill, across the hig~y from the Y.etate Asbestos mill, is 
being erected by a group from New York and Ed 'Town;. The Towtie mill 
will be moved to Globe and certain improvements, in addition to the' 
installation of an acid leaching plant, will be made. Excavations 
for the mill footir.gsrand warehouse are now well advanced. The deal 
includes further stripping of t~e Asbestos Peak Eine. A reconditioned 
R. D. 8 cat has been purchased for the stripping which will be under 
way as soon as the road is again passible. Towne stated that he had l 

uncovered a considerable reserve of fiber during past stripping 
operations . Previo~sly he sold his crude to Guy Phillips. According 
to several present the new firm wi.:.! buy asbestos from local producers 
at more than the present prices, and will acid treat it ~ The price 
spread between acid treated ~~d non-acid treated fiber is considerable. 
Some stated that they would maintain their present contracts and sell 
surplus fiber to them, if the deal materializes. 

L&-I1S A. SMITH 

3-17 -60 - 'Hobe ASHOA Meetin£ 
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